under control^ but the buildings were wooden and they
didn't seem to be making much headway. In the street I
saw the Finnish Broadcasting Company's recording van.
They had a long microphone lead running right up to the
fire^ and they asked me If Fd like to make a record. So I
got as near as I could and did my best to describe what had
happened and what was actually going on. It was rather
a difficult job because I was nearly choked by smoke and
steam^ and there was a lot of noise. But when I heard the
record later It didn*t sound as bad as I had been afraid It
might. So far as I know It had the distinction of being the
first radio eye-witness account of a bombing.

That night I went to Viipuri. It promised to be an
exciting trip, because the last party who had been there
very nearly didn't come back. A shell landed twenty yards
ahead of their car on the road. Luckily for them It was a
dud. But the censor wouldn't let them say so9 because the
Russians were encouraged to believe that all their ammuni-
tion was good. So they had to say that the shell exploded
in the other direction. It would have been a very obliging
shell!
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